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"What the Best College Teachers Do" by Ken Bain explores 

the practices and techniques of exceptional college educators. 

Through extensive research and interviews, Bain identifies 

common traits among these teachers and distills their methods 

into key principles.  

Here's a summary and takeaway: 

Summary: 

Passion and Enthusiasm: Great teachers are passionate about 

their subject matter and convey this enthusiasm to their students, 

inspiring curiosity and engagement. 

Understanding of How Students Learn: Effective educators 

understand the learning process and tailor their teaching methods 

to accommodate different learning styles and abilities. 

Engagement and Interaction: They foster active learning 

environments where students are encouraged to participate, ask 

questions, and collaborate with peers. 

Clear Objectives and Expectations: These teachers 

communicate clear learning objectives and expectations, providing 

students with a roadmap for success. 

Feedback and Assessment: They provide timely and 

constructive feedback to help students improve and gauge their 

progress effectively. 
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Reflection and Improvement: Exceptional educators 

continuously reflect on their teaching practices, seeking feedback 

and making adjustments to enhance student learning. 

Takeaway: 

The key takeaway from "What the Best College Teachers 

Do" is that effective teaching is not merely about transferring 

knowledge but about fostering deep understanding, critical 

thinking, and lifelong learning skills in students. Great teachers 

create supportive and interactive learning environments where 

students are empowered to explore, question, and grow. By 

understanding the principles and practices of exceptional 

educators outlined in the book, instructors can enhance their 

teaching methods and positively impact student learning 

outcomes. 


